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On 23 Jenuary 1953, a heavy artillery regiment attached to the Artillery Com-
nmend of the East China Militery Ares errived in Nanking from Hsuchou
(v 3h-18s E 117-16). On 2 Februsry this regiment was at T'angshan (N 32-03,

E 11903 After practice meneuvers end an inspection by the military leaders
of the Best Chine Militery Area, the regiment was to move to the coasteal

area to assume defense duties. The regiment, which was orgenized in July
19521 was equipped with 48 Soviet howitzers® of the latest model.

During 1%52 the East Chine Militery Ares carried out the following militia
programt

e, In accordance with instructions from the Revolutionery Militery Council,
expanded militis units in all hsien and cities, except for a few
special regions.

b. Transferred, trained, and equipped 2L,855 militie leaders and cedres
from field army or militery distriet troops.

¢. Recruited sbout 70,000 new Eilitia personnel and removed 196,000
persons from militie units.® In December the militia force of the
Hast Chins Militery Ares totaled 3,4lk,810 men.?

d. Carried out 903 enti-bendit operations. Militia unifs, in cooperation
with field army end militery district troops, killed 2, 374 vendits
end captured l‘355 weepons in the course of these operations.

e. Assigned 2,500,000 militis members to sentry duties and to road and
depot guard posts.

f. Enlisted sbout 173,000 persons in the Chinese Communist ermy to support
the anti-America aid-Korea campaign.
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In 1953 the East China militia is to be expanded by 150,000 men.

zoax 1 [ Y
25X1A Soviet artillery pileces

reported the arrival in Nanking of 42
"April 1952. Included among these
weapons were 45-mm, 76-mm, snd 122-mm gung which were to be assigned

to a newly organized artillery regiment. — 25X1A
reported that in late June of 1952 there were wwo

) 25X1
newly orgenized howitzer regiments and a rocket lsuncher artillery X
regiment in East China. ‘ .

The standsrd Chinese Communist independent artillery regiment consists
of three battalions of 12 guns each, or a total of 36 guns.

See also _for a report F concerning militia 25X1X
training in the East China Military Area.

It seems impossible to reconcile this statement with the expension of
the militis reported in paragraph 2(a). Whether the 196,000 men
"removed" from the militia include the 173,000 men reported in
peragreph 2(f) as enlisted in the regular army is not known.

Aveilable information indicates that the militia strength for all

of China is about 6,000,000 men. However, the Chinese Communists
have cleimed a total militie strength of 12,800,000. Probably that
figure and the one reported here for East China refer to the number of
individuals cerried on the roster, rather than to personnel in active,
organized units.
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